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PART 591—IMPORTATION OF VEHI-
CLES AND EQUIPMENT SUBJECT
TO FEDERAL SAFETY, BUMPER
AND THEFT PREVENTION STAND-
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§ 591.1 Scope.
This part establishes procedures gov-

erning the importation of motor vehi-
cles and motor vehicle equipment sub-
ject to the Federal motor vehicle safe-
ty, bumper, and theft prevention stand-
ards.

[55 FR 11378, Mar. 28, 1990]

§ 591.2 Purpose.
The purpose of this part is to ensure

that motor vehicles and motor vehicle
equipment permanently imported into
the United States conform with theft
prevention standards issued under part
541 of this chapter and that they con-
form with, or are brought into con-
formity with, all applicable Federal
motor vehicle safety standards issued
under part 571 of this chapter and
bumper standards issued under part 581
of this chapter. The purpose of this
part is also to ensure that noncon-
forming vehicles and equipment items

imported on a temporary basis are ulti-
mately either exported or abandoned to
the United States.

[55 FR 11378, Mar. 28, 1990]

§ 591.3 Applicability.
This part applies to any person offer-

ing a motor vehicle or item of motor
vehicle equipment for importation into
the United States.

[55 FR 11378, Mar. 28, 1990]

§ 591.4 Definitions.
All terms used in this part that are

defined in 49 U.S.C. 30102, 32101, 32301,
32502, and 33101 are used as defined in
those sections except that the term
‘‘model year’’ is used as defined in part
593 of this chapter.

Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of NHTSA.

NHTSA means the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration of the
Department of Transportation.

Dutiable value means entered value,
as determined by the Secretary of the
Treasury.

Original manufacturer means the enti-
ty responsible for the original manu-
facture or assembly of a motor vehicle,
and does not include any person (other
than such entity) who converts the
motor vehicle after its manufacture to
conformance with the Federal motor
vehicle safety standards.

[54 FR 40078, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 55
FR 3747, Feb. 5, 1990; 55 FR 11378, Mar. 28,
1990; 59 FR 52097, Oct. 14, 1994; 60 FR 57954,
Nov. 24, 1995]

§ 591.5 Declarations required for im-
portation.

No person shall import a motor vehi-
cle or item of motor vehicle equipment
into the United States unless, at the
time it is offered for importation, its
importer files a declaration, in dupli-
cate, which declares one of the fol-
lowing:

(a)(1) The vehicle was not manufac-
tured primarily for use on the public
roads and thus is not a motor vehicle
subject to the Federal motor vehicle
safety, bumper, and theft prevention
standards; or

(2) The equipment item is not a sys-
tem, part, or component of a motor ve-
hicle and thus is not an item of motor
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vehicle equipment subject to the Fed-
eral motor vehicle safety, bumper, and
theft prevention standards.

(b) The vehicle or equipment item
conforms with all applicable safety
standards (or the vehicle does not con-
form solely because readily attachable
equipment items which will be at-
tached to it before it is offered for sale
to the first purchases for purposes
other than resale are not attached),
and bumper and theft prevention
standards, and bears a certification
label or tag to that effect permanently
affixed by the original manufacturer to
the vehicle, or by the manufacturer to
the equipment item or its delivery con-
tainer, in accordance with, as applica-
ble, parts 541, 555, 567, 568, and 581, or
571 (for certain equipment items) of
this chapter.

(c) The vehicle or equipment item
does not comply with all applicable
Federal motor vehicle safety, bumper,
and theft prevention standards, but is
intended solely for export, and the ve-
hicle or equipment item, and the out-
side of the container of the equipment
item, if any, bears a label or tag to
that effect.

(d) The vehicle does not conform with
all applicable Federal motor vehicle
safety, bumper, and theft prevention
standards, but the importer is eligible
to import it because:

(1) (S)he is a nonresident of the
United States and the vehicle is reg-
istered in a country other than the
United States,

(2) (S)he is temporarily importing
the vehicle for personal use for a period
not to exceed one year, and will not
sell it during that time,

(3) (S)he will export it not later than
the end of one year after entry, and

(4) The declaration contains the im-
porter’s passport number and country
of issue.

(e) The vehicle or equipment item re-
quires further manufacturing oper-
ations to perform its intended func-
tion, other than the addition of readily
attachable equipment items such as
mirrors, wipers, or tire and rim assem-
blies, or minor finishing operations
such as painting, and any part of such
vehicle that is required to be marked
by part 541 of this chapter is marked in
accordance with that part.

(f) The vehicle does not conform with
all applicable Federal motor vehicle
safety and bumper standards (but does
conform with all applicable Federal
theft prevention standards), but the
importer is eligible to import it be-
cause:

(1) The importer has furnished a bond
in an amount equal to 150% of the duti-
able value of the vehicle, containing
the terms and conditions specified in
section 591.8; and

(2)(i) The importer has registered
with NHTSA pursuant to part 592 of
this chapter, and such registration has
not been revoked or suspended, and the
Administrator has determined pursu-
ant to part 593 of this chapter that the
model and model year of the vehicle to
be imported is eligible for importation
into the United States; or

(ii) The importer has executed a con-
tract or other agreement with an im-
porter who has registered with NHTSA
pursuant to part 592 of this chapter and
whose registration has not been sus-
pended or revoked; and the Adminis-
trator has determined pursuant to part
593 of this chapter that the model and
model year of the vehicle to be im-
ported is eligible for importation into
the United States;

(g) [Reserved]
(h) The vehicle does not conform

with all applicable Federal motor vehi-
cle safety, bumper, and theft preven-
tion standards, but the importer is eli-
gible to import it because (s)he:

(1)(i) Is a member of the personnel of
a foreign government on assignment in
the United States, or a member of the
Secretariat of a public international
organization so designated under the
International Organization Immunities
Act, and within the class of persons for
whom free entry of motor vehicles has
been authorized by the Department of
State;

(ii) Is importing the motor vehicle on
a temporary basis for the personal use
of the importer, and will register it
through the Office of Foreign Missions
of the Department of State;

(iii) Will not sell the vehicle to any
person in the United States, other than
a person eligible to import a vehicle
under this paragraph; and

(iv) Will obtain from the Office of
Foreign Missions of the Department of
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State, before departing the United
States at the conclusion of a tour of
duty, an ownership title to the vehicle
good for export only; or

(2)(i) Is a member of the armed forces
of a foreign country on assignment in
the United States;

(ii) Is importing the vehicle on a
temporary basis, and for the personal
use of the importer;

(iii) Will not sell the vehicle to any
person in the United States, other than
to a person eligible to import a vehicle
under this subsection; and

(iv) Will export the vehicle upon de-
parting the United States at the con-
clusion of a tour of duty.

(i)(1) The vehicle is 25 or more years
old.

(2) The equipment item was manufac-
tured on a date when no applicable
safety or theft prevention standard was
in effect.

(j)(1) The vehicle or equipment item
does not conform with all applicable
Federal motor vehicle safety and
bumper standards, but is being im-
ported solely for the purpose of:

(i) Research;
(ii) Investigations;
(iii) Show or display;
(iv) Demonstrations or training; or
(v) Competitive racing events;
(2)(i) The importer has received writ-

ten permission from NHTSA; or
(ii) The importer is an original manu-

facturer of motor vehicles (or a wholly
owned subsidiary thereof) that are cer-
tified to comply with all applicable
Federal motor vehicle safety stand-
ards; and

(3) The importer will provide the Ad-
ministrator with documentary proof of
export or destruction not later than 30
days following the end of the period for
which the vehicle has been admitted
into the United States.

(k) The equipment item is subject to
the theft prevention standard, and is
marked in accordance with the require-
ments of part 541 of this chapter.

[54 FR 40078, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 55
FR 3747, Feb. 5, 1990; 55 FR 11378, Mar. 28,
1990; 55 FR 17439, Apr. 25, 1990; 57 FR 2047,
Jan. 17, 1992; 57 FR 44703, Sept. 29, 1992; 59 FR
31560, June 20, 1994; 64 FR 37882, July 14, 1999]

§ 591.6 Documents accompanying dec-
larations.

Declarations of eligibility for impor-
tation made pursuant to § 591.5 must be
accompanied by the following certifi-
cation and documents, where applica-
ble.

(a) A declaration made pursuant to
§ 591.5(a) shall be accompanied by a
statement substantiating that the ve-
hicle was not manufactured for use on
the public roads, or that the equipment
item was not manufactured for use on
a motor vehicle or is not an item of
motor vehicle equipment.

(b) A declaration made pursuant to
§ 591.5(e) shall be accompanied by:

(1) (For a motor vehicle) a document
meeting the requirements of § 568.4 of
part 568 of this chapter.

(2) (For an item of motor vehicle
equipment) a written statement issued
by the manufacturer of the equipment
item which states the applicable Fed-
eral motor vehicle safety standard(s)
with which the equipment item is not
in compliance, and which describes the
further manufacturing required for the
equipment item to perform its in-
tended function.

(c) A declaration made pursuant to
paragraph § 591.5(f), and under a bond
for the entry of a single vehicle, shall
be accompanied by a bond in the form
shown in Appendix A, in an amount
equal to 150% of the dutiable value of
the vehicle, or, if under bond for the
entry of more than one vehicle, shall
be accompanied by a bond in the form
shown in Appendix B and by Customs
Form CF 7501, for the conformance of
the vehicle(s) with all applicable Fed-
eral motor vehicle safety and bumper
standards, or, if conformance is not
achieved, for the delivery of such vehi-
cle to the Secretary of the Treasury for
export at no cost to the United States,
or for its abandonment.

(d) A declaration made pursuant to
§ 591.5(f) by an importer who is not a
Registered Importer shall be accom-
panied by a copy of the contract or
other agreement that the importer has
with a Registered Importer to bring
the vehicle into conformance with all
applicable Federal motor vehicle safety
standards.

(e) A declaration made pursuant to
§ 591.5(h) shall be accompanied by a
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